[II:1 A] And sages permit in this case and in that [M. 1:3D]: 
[B] What is the meaning of “in this case and in that”? 


[C] [Could the meaning be,] whether they were watered before the festival 
and whether they were not watered before the festival? [Surely not! 
There will be no loss if there was no watering before the festival. The 
seeds cannot require water on the festival if the process of growth has 
not been initiated by a watering prior to the festival.] 


[D] But here we deal with a tree [in which case it is permitted to water, so 
as to prevent loss], while there we deal with seeds [in which case there 
will not be much of a loss if there is no watering, unless the seeds have 
been constantly irrigated up to now]. 


1:4 
[A] They hunt moles and mice in a tree-planted field and in a field of 
grain, 
[B] [not] in the usual manner, 
[C] on the intermediate days of a festival and in the Seventh Year. 


[D] And R. Judah says, “They do so in a tree-planted field in the normal 
manner, 


[E] “and in a grain field not in the normal manner.” 
[F] They block up a breach in the intermediate days of a festival. 
[G] And in the seventh year, one builds it in the normal way. 


[I:1 A] “A mole” is a weasel. Even though there is no proof for that 
proposition, there is at least a hint about it, in the following verse of 
Scripture: 


[B] “Let them be like the snail that dissolves into slime, like the untimely 
birth that never sees the sun” (Ps. 58:8). 


[C] There is no difficulty understanding why it should be permitted in 
a tree-planted field [M. 1:4A] [since there will be substantial loss], 
but why should it be permitted in a field of grain? 


[D] It is near a tree-planted field [cf. T. Moed 1:4C- D]. 
[II:1 A] In the usual manner [M. 1:4B]: 
[B] This is hunting with a trap. 


[C] Not in the usual manner? 


